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>ugh the inscriptions in the Temj 
to be in more than one language and character : 
jil, Telugu, Grantha. B rah mi, and Vatteluthu the __ 
of them arc in Tamil. About 120 inscriptions arc 
r copied by the Hpigraphical Department, They belong to the 
>gady a# Chola, C.hola-1 aihInu, Hoysala, Vijayanagara, Bana. 
ud Navak dynasties. Some of these l>elotig also to the pre- 
Christian period. 

The inscriptions in the Pancha Pandavar Padukkai arc in 
the Brahmi character, but in the Tamil language. The cave 
wherein these are inscribed, the images inscribed in the boulders 
thereat, and the inscriptions found therein arc brought under 
the protection of the Ancient Monuments Preservation Act. 
This is supposed to lx? one of the earliest Tamil inscriptions 
so far discovered. The inscription gives the names of the persons 
supposed to be Jains or Buddhists nnIio constructed the cave 
and the fountain and of the persons that occupied the same. 
The inscription is believed to belong to the 3rd century B. C. 
The names referred to in this are Vanigan Nedumalan, Vanigan 
Clanathan, Sikaramaran and Tara Ani. The Jain immigration 
might have taken place in the last quarter of the 4th 
century B. C. Sri. P. T. Srinivasa I\angar refers to the advent 
j of the Jains and Buddhists to the South at p. 142 and 143 
of his book ‘‘History of the Tamils.” He states that the great 
Chandra Gupta like many other Indian monarchs was posscsed 
** a sudden access of vairagya and in one night gave up sword 
sceptre and became a Jaina ascetic and one of the 12,f 
lcs of Bhadrn Bahu. He trudged on foot 
an *f fellow disciples to Sravana Bcdgola (Ha! 
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alias Sri Raja Raja Deva I, and 
Siyan Sri Chola Pandya. An inscription 
belongs to the Hoysala period (1223-1252 
to the King Nissanka Prntapa Chakravarthi Veera 
varn Deva. The majority of the other inscriptions beloru 
the Pandva period, the earliest of them being that of « 
Vnllabha of the year $62 A. D.— M. F. R. 313 of 30. 

One or two inscriptions are supposed to belong to 
Bana period also. 

Certain other inscriptions like. M. E. R. 1 and 30f32 
327 , 328, and 330/30 do belong to the Vijayanagaf period, 
refer to the period between 1500 to 1000 ronghl\| I 

inscriptions those of the great V: wanatlm, 

Chokkanatha are noticed. 

The country around Alagar I Pi's is 

in ancient inscriptions of the 3rd r.enturv 

0 

them being in Pali or Brahmi ami a few 
t-Those in Anamalai near Alagar I I ills abound in Brahmif 
and Vatteluthu. The inscriptions in Kalugumalai at Mangnl 
3 miles from Alagar FfilJs are in Pali. In Arattapatti, 4 
from Alagar [fills we have .inscriptions in Pali, Brahmi. s 
Vatteluthu all of very ancient origin. The name of Ajja 

greatest Jaina Teacher is made mention of in 
ti inscription^. 

i there are inscriptions of Sun 

Chola I <M. E. 


Of the Nava 

Thirumala 

particularly 
B. C. many c 
in Vatteli 
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iptions at Co 

19) state that the Vijayanagar Emj 
up to Thirumalirunjolnimalai. 

n inscription of Udumalpet (Coimbatore Dt.) 
in Grantha and Tamil during the reign of 
(1207—125'- A. D.) refers to a gift to the 10 Alvears \ 
of Lord Alagar, the first three being treated as 
ilirunjolamalai in Keela Iranya Muttam in 

ituate in Ulagudaya 


idalam of certain 
*vcdi Mangalam i 


la ■ ■ i- 


Raja Valanadu. 


An inscription a 1 
15S6 refers to t, 


)adikombu M. E. R. 3 of 1S94 of 
Thirukkalyanam of Lord 
performed at the Sundara Pandya Mandapam of 

>le. 


An inscription in the southern wall of the Garba 
>ri Kattalagar Koil near Srivilliputhur has rc 
lirunjolaimalai Kshethra. Being on a 
sonnectcd stones having been misplaced, t 
deciphered. This does not 
Ihc notice of the Epigrapt 
more valuable light 
ant 


to 
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thukaval for Alagar Hi 


xsha 


i latest inscription within the Temple area 
Sri Padinettampadi Sannadhi is the one 
charities of that great pbilanthrophist P 
liar. It is of the year 1799. 

Aetiology of these Inscriptions. 

It is a fact well within the knowledge of every 
that in almost every one of the myriads of temples with 
this ancient and famous Holy Land of Paratha Va 
studded, there is one inscription that stands out pre*emi 
and as if it were a common factor to a'l of them, that 
the readers attention and puts forth a mute and .-olemn 
to his heart on behlf of the devout personages of the di 
ages past and who are now no more to plead their cause 
through their advocates in the form of inscription^ 
These inscriptions begin with the expression 
(Vide page 46 supra). Its purport is as follows: — 

“Of the two acts Viz. the -Dana' or act of end 
and a la,,a or act ol protecting and administering the ei~ 

ment made, the act of 'Palana’ does cert iinK- f .11 the 

of 'Dana*. For by‘Dana* one hut ^ . 

by‘Palana* one attains the stage «f ,!c i ' I > l* 1 '* 5. 

Moreover bv 'Palana* of «.-v °«' ne^s with the 


Moreover by 'Palana* of Other’s 
or redoubled merit than*cvcn that of 
coveting and appropriating anoth< 
all the merits of even one's own 


°ne attains a 
own 
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* Kalin ” thinking that the 
ar y stones will protect the endowed 
In addition they would inscribe the factum of 
copper plates and granite stones also, besides cad j an 
permanent pieces of evidence of their endowment. 

0 { intense devotion and faith and in their extreme anxiety 
for the conduct in future of the endowment they have made, 
jjjcjr would insert pathetic and prayerful poetic pieces addressed 
J t0 the Lord for obtaining His Blessings. They would couple 
such prayers with didactic extracts from the sacred command* 
ments as the one excerpted at page 46 supra, for guidance 
of the future generations. And side by side with such prayers, 
didactical advice and mild warnings, we would come across 
with what may at first look like an incongruity but which are not 
really so, but only necessary and customary refrains in inscrip¬ 
tions of this sort viz. words of grave threats, that those who 
obstruct the even conduct of the charities, or edvet the 
endowed properties \ hich have been endowed to endure 
and continue so long as the Sun and the Moon last, wi fl 
^ certainly obtain the punishments ordained for 
‘ one’s own spiritual preceptor and ones own parents* and 
"Karam Pasu" or the black uddered cow, on the banks c 
Ganges. This was and is the Hindu’s simple faith. Ages.have 
changed this faith. Imperial palaces and poor mens cotfc 
have been and are still permeated with such simp^ ^ 

A perusal of such inscriptions made on the wa 
Sri Kallalagar Temple not by any ordinary, d ‘tera c, 

. hired rustic but by the great and noble and c . 
and Emperors of the Chola, l andya, Y 
na £ar and other Mouses will afford instruct! 

% (M. E. R. 80, 88 & 90 of '29 and *08 of 30 


18 
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informations of 



realms 


— monarchs reigned and over what s 

achievements, are all liberally recorded 
ion as one many glean from the eulogical “j 
i of the monarchs concerned. Inscriptions like 
— 30 etc. reveal the interesting information that 
Pandyas exercised their sway over the Muhomedan 
lugu Countries, China, Indo—China and the like. 

Certain inscriptions at Sri Alagar Koil go to the 

«ven nunu te particulars snch as the names 

* ,hc km f • or ,hei r relatives and friends. 

, C n *"’ cs of Malnvarayar, Kalingaravar and 

"L*”* 1 “• M - 1madlli Hoysala etc. in M E K S 
279, 282, 289 & 304 of *30 etr . . 1 S * 9 & 

- ^veal interesting coi 

C . VCn deta,ls of the citic 
h^ld their courts 
some of these 


governed and wl 


and 
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ray< 

l. 275, 

ilingarayan " of 

"Chola Pandian Simhasattam" 

“ Kachch i k kuvach cha n of 
E- R- 318 & 319 of ’30. 

It followed as a matter of course that t 
articular in designating with distinguishing 
-rious objects of their endowments. It was a 
th the Pandvan Sovereigns to present the 
arship with Peetam?: Vide reference to-Chcdirayan P< 

E. R. 307 & 320 of ’30, -‘Kalingarayar Feetara’* in M. 

)2 of *30, and “ Koil Alangaran Peetam ” »n M. E. R* 
of *32. These were some of those referred to in 

,Options noted. It would be of interest to note that, 1 

» a reference to a Cited i Rayan Flower Pavilion i in nsc 
<o. 106 of the North Thiruppathi inscriptions. Besides ese, 
ain renovations were being effected in 
idapnm. a Peetam frem beneath the flooi 

it was excavated. The Peetam is of ' tr > ftn ;t t u e j, 
vorkmanship, and is of a big size and bears on it 

m Arasan Peetam.” This is now 
room. The Peetam is * *5 1 
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often 


'agam Siriyan Thirumoothin Pandal* 
;rence.—M. E. R. 26 & 27 of ’32 etc. 


is 




"Thiruppallikkattils”. 

Offering or presentation _ __ _ 

was another pious kind of gift. An inscription M. 
306 of ’30 refers to the existancc of one such gift that 
by the name of “Malavarayan Thiruppallikattil”. And 
Recently in 1937, a Golden Thiruppallikattil of exquisite wo 
manship was discovered in one of the recesses of the Teraj 
It was found engraved with the words “Bala Gopalan Thii 
.palhkkattil”, which happy revelation led to its renoval 
and restoration to its legitimate use. Many of these Pecti 
Pandals, and Thiruppallikkattils, probable works of wood 
Gold and silver have almost all disappeared having bee 

preys to the devastating hands of either looters, or the inexoi 
hand of time. 

Records of Rights and Privileges. 

Disputes when settled either as regards the right 
privilege of any individual are often recorded in these insen, 

Xer,I n w' P H° n : 2 f °' 30 iS Stance where 

Theertham d.spute is stated to have been settled beh 

Thirumalai Andar and Battar bv V'n;^t.„ 

3 other Arbitrators in 1051 A- D. Dikshi ‘ ,lar 

Registration of Sales and Transfers. 

Sales and transfers of land* and villages 
properties with details of the vendor and 400 

terms and conditions of the ** 
in this manner. 




l>et\veen 


ShriBalaSubiksham Ramasubramanian 


Page 8 




Sri Alagar Kovil Stala Purana 





m 


.ul 


ration of money deal 

Even dealings in money, the 
st settled and specified are also recorded. M.E.k. 
ites that during the reign of Maravarman Vikrama 
iva a resident of Thirukkottiyure in Keralasinga Va.„„ 
m\csted 11 Acchu with the Temple authorities, with 
terest accruing from which the burning of a lamp in the 
had to be maintained. . j,- 

Coinages in Vogue: 

mt 

What coinages were in vogue during the various dyna¬ 
sties are also referred to: 

Ezhakkasu—The prevalance of this coin is referred to 
in inscription M. E. R. 7 of '32. j 3j» ’ 

Pazhamkasu—Three pazhamkasus were equivalent to 
one Achchu—M. E. R. 297 of 30. \ . & II 

f Achchu or Anai Achchu: (M. E. R- 297 of '30 and 24 to 

27 of '32) was the chief coin during the reign of Maravarman 
Vikrama Pandya Deva (1255 A. D.) and jatavarman 3eera 

Pandva (1260 A. D.) 

Pon: (M. E. K. 330 of '30) This was the chief coin preva¬ 
lent during the regin of Achyuta Deva Maharaja (1542 A. D.) 

Panam: 10 Panams were equivalent to 1 Pon- 

,.. . ram . ( M. E. R. 87 of 29) This coin was prevalent 

.. C ^: ZZ of the Vijayanagar Emperor Sadastv. Deva 

during the reign 

ja (1535 A- £>•> 

This coin 
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- -—• ‘ 

coinage. The 8 Marakkals were 

t husked rice. In 1866 the price 

_ F ? rRe ‘ or !n other WOTds >n 1713 a p^nny 
40 lbs. of nee which in 1866 bought only 4/3 of a lb „ 

words of Mr. Nelson, the value of money has risen 
than forty fold ! . 

C „ ^ f T th f. above ’ Chakaram a "d Panam (Fanam) survi 
the East India Company’s period. 

jg k ?„ nng . thC com P nn >'’ s Period SO cash = 1 Fanam 
^ r=l Pagoda. 

Measurement.: (Linear, Weight and Rnlk). V| 

Reference to the following kinds of measurement, 
noticed in the inscriptions of the Temple: "Ma/ran 
.This IS a unit of linear measurement standardised! 
by the King, Thimmalirunjolai Ninran Mahabali Ba 
Uranga Villidasa with the actual length inscribed an, 
in the back wall of Sri Thayar’s Shrine in this 
. (1464 A. D.)—M. E. R. 85 of 29. Various other kinds 
measurements referred to are "Veera Pandian Kol" 

275 of ’30, “ Pannir Adi Koi M. E. R. 26 of ’32 - 

Pandian Kol ” M. E. R. 318 & 319 of ’30, and “ Vana 

Kol—M. E. R. 31 of ’32 etc. •• Kuli ” „ , 

_, r ,, , . e< l Ua ^ to 256 unit 

2-1—ft Kol of "Sundara Pnndyan Kol*’. 





.<< 


“ Kachan ju’\ "Palam”. * 
ments of weight. 

’’Solaippiran” M. E. 

M. E. R. 87 of ’29, 

•‘Vala 


i « 


Podhi” 
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Tenures, and ra 
and the like were all d 
" is noted in M. E. R. 16 5c 25 of 32 
27 of ’32 etc. give details of the lease shares 
ivator has to give his land-lord in respect of Eka 
♦Bogam, Kuruvai cultivation, Channel irrigated lands 
well irrigated lands, Punja lands, and in respect of 
special crops such as Samai, Varagu, Thinai, etc. 



What kinds of taxes, and rates and levies were in vogue in 
ages can also be gleaned from a perusal of the inscriptions 
M. E. R. 276, 30s, 315, 313. 319 of ’30, and 25 of’32 etc. 
gjrhe following arc referreed to:— JKi 


Achchuvari 

Alvari 
Anai vari 
Antharoyam 
Chekkirai 
Eri vari 
Eriminpattam 
Idai-vari 
llanjinai Peru 
Ina-vari 
Kadatnai 
Kariyavaraiclii 
Vilai 

ligai-Pachchai 
vari 


Mara-vari 

Masi-Pattam 

Monan-Pattam 

Olai Ezhuthu Viniyogam 

Olukka-Vari 
Padikkaval 
Panju Pili 
Pasu-vari 
Pattam 
Peru-vari 
Pon-vari 
Pura-vari 
Sandi 
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;e went by tl 

village was called a Kottai. 
belonging to Brahmins was a “ Ma 

_iil villages were Gramas or Kudi& A 

collection of Marava Villages. The district pi... 0 . 

a galla population was a Nadu. The largest divisions of 
kingdom were called “Sirmais". 

Of the most prominent Vala Nadus mention is made 
oi Kerala Singa Valanadu, Sola Pandya Valanadu, Vira 
Pandya Valanadu, Raja Gambhira Valanadu, Sundara Pandya 
Valanadu, Jayangonda Sola Valanadu, Nithya Vinodha Vala- 
[*•&>,' etc- etc- Of the most prominent Nadus mention is made 
of Vadaparappu Nadu, Tenparappu Nadu, Anda Nadu, Kaia- 
vali Nadu (North and South), Ala Nadu, Iranya Mutta Nadu, 
Kuda Nadu, Thuvarapati Nadu, Then Pidu Nadu, Peravure 
Nadu, Karanilakkudi Nadu, Vcmbu Nadu.'Tiruraalli Nadu, 
Sembi Nadu, Ari Nadu, Vadatalai-ch^nbil Nadu, etc. 

Of the Kurravis, Milali Kurram, Thirukkanappcr Kurram, 
Paganure Kurram etc ; may be mentioned. ' 

Villages gifted to t-hu Brahmins for imparting spiritual 
service and instructions to humanity had a distinct desi^adon 
often coupled with the names or Birudas etc^ of then rje*nn* 
monarch that donated the same, such as Ka | a ^ h ^ 

Chathurvedi Mangalam-M. E- K- 286 of 30. Chola huUntaka 
‘uufvcui m 1 o K 30 0 of ’30, Kuiasckhara C lia* 

Chathurvedi Mangalam-M- t.. 0 ^ ^ Samant a Narayana 

Umrvech Mangalam-M.fc.KJiH & of . 30> Ch ola Pandya 

Chathurvedi Mangalam-M-fc.1 chathurV edi 

■urvedi Mangalam. Chola A peruDg#runai £ 
Chathurvedi Ma ”^ atburve a, Manga 
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lu of 

Streets and Quadrangles. 

Very interesting information as regards the ni 
" ts a ^ so suc h as “Thyagam Siriyan St.", (M. E. R. 
and names of Quadrangles such as "Sundara Pandvan rh 

Muttam", (M. E. R. 306 of '30), "Yathirajan Thirumuttam” t 
are also to be met with. 

Processional Car. 

It appears that oven the processional Car was given 
special name. The Lord’s Car here was known as "Amait 
Narayanan" Car - M. E. R. 14 of '32. Scores of thousands 
people even now gather at the Alagar Hills during the 
Pournima to have a darsan of the Lord seated in the 

swung to a Mancham in the beautiful decorated Car as descril 

below:— 

* T=nr?r ii 

Golrams and Sutrams. 

Another noteworthy feature in the inscriptions is 
they disclose the names of Gotrains and Sutrams also of 
donors and devotees of the Lord. In those days i 
327 & 328 of ’30) all classes of the Dwijas s< 
been punctilious about the perpetuation of their 
Sutras. Uddagiri Peddiraja is stated to have 
Kusyapa Gotra and Apastamba Sutra, M. E. R- 
kfahapradani Vecrayya Dandcswara 
l pa Gotra !>ut Aswnlayana Si 
. 1513.) M. E. R. 327 of '30 
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That the inscriptions that 
do refer to the Endowments made 
of the institutions is quite 
jtions that refer to other matters such 

lance of the temple are rather rare. The inscr,_ 

Sri Alagar Hills are unique in all India in this aspect also, 
in that they have recorded the duties (Thozhil) and rigl 
(Swatantrams) of the Sibbandhis or servants of this Tem] 

To avoid laches in services and to prevent disputes aria 
on these anti kindred matters such a record of rights ai 
duties was an essential desideratum. And strangely enough even 
the biggest institutions have been silent over this matter. But 
in Sri Alagar Hills they find a place in the inscriptions. An 
inscription (M. E. R. 1 of ’32) in the north wall of the secom 
Prakara, inside, records the fact that on a previous occasion th< 
Thozhils and Swatantrams of the Sibbandhis of the Devas- 
tanam were settled by the King Mahabah Banadarayar (H64 

A. D.) and that it was subsequently reviewed by King 

Dova Maharaja and sett.ed that the old 

Thozhil and Swatantra Attavana. of / '“Bis was fo, 
continue to be followed in future also. And this was 

recorded as a "Basha l’atram . 

Designation* of Service* etc. ^ ^ 

What classes of wtaTother classes of - 

and how they were designated % ^ >*. 


fount 


were 


connected with the y* ropl ° ‘gGrf - 32 sod 280. 284. 307 


detailed in M. E* ^ 
id 325 of ’30 in distinctive 

Nambi 


such are noted l«low. 
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Vizhupparayar 
ikkar-Samayakkanakku 
Chediparayar. 
Kanakkar-Soundirarajapriyar 
Kaniyakshi Nirvahamdar 
Kovanavar 
Kudavar 
Kurai-Iduvar 
Nambaduvar 
Nam bu—Se i va r 
Pon-Iduvar 
Poo-Iduvar 
Samanyar 
Samprathi 



Sirukkar 

Solamaiai Nambi 
Soliyar 

Soundira-thol-Amudhar 

Sripadam 
Thazhai Iduvar 
Thirumalai Andar MudaliW 
Thirmnalai Nambi 
Thirumalirunjolai Nambi 
Thozhappnr 
Thridandins 

Thyagam Siriya Pcrumal 

Amudhar 

Vadamantalai Amudhar. 


Object* of the Endowments, 

Every Religicms or Charitable Endowment lie it a vi lla— l 
or certain lands in a village* KoH •. . , 

mancc of certain spiritual and 1 ° bjCC f e!ther ,he P" (or ' 

highest merit to the donor, or the fWfiilme TV™*’ P roductiv « of 

or prayer heard and granted or the instituti , r V ° W undertake0 

to prevent certain apprehended evils an 1 i ° g ° Certa,n worahS ft 

the performance of certain other merit • an6< rs to thc donor or 

- ° nous deeds and actions. 

The exactitude with which these n i 
and recorded is instructive and inter r nUo ' vnicnts are made 
endowment is made, the facts as to ‘ readil 'S- When an 
picious occasions it came to be made in ' 6 u flat festivals ori 
made, and when Lord was seated under 'I* 3 * Manda Pam it 
or seated in what particular Pcetan, or"'V Rarticu 

" *•"« •— to ». , LT ■*“ «». 
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27 of 

,ent* referred to in 


These consist of 


whole 



■ 


immovable | 

^art, or lands 

Often times they consisted of mere it 
I' eic invested cither in the Temple Treasury or outside a| 
tut of the interest accrueing from which certain specified si 
iad to be attended to. Sometimes the endowments will tai 
i of movables such as stones and pillars for Thiruppanis, lai 
lights, or Pooja and Aradhana vessels, and a thousand 
one other article needed in a Devastanam that are also rccorc 
as items of endowment. The following classification has 
to a few of such endowments culled illustratively only. 

Immovable properties (villages) 

This ancient Devastanam t cas one of the richest in al 

India. Its wealth of properties movable and immovable was at 

a staggering figure. Ancient inscriptions and records disclose 

what vast estates and a large extent of the country extending for 

miles and miles to the north of the Vaigai m one 
L* „ . ... T'.-nnle The famous Sri Alagar Hills sor 

was owned by this Temple. Temple is situate w 

45 sq. miles in extent and w ie Sacra. Countless were ; 

practically a pari of the shnne and £*£ ^ p< 

the villages and lands whi wett5 on ce so magnif 

enjoyed. Its wealth and °P U ^ proverb current v 

that there was a much pa roc ic j^enganatha of Sri R 

meant that “all the wcaUb o ^ of cvcn a s 

put together will not be equ - -«—■«»* 11 

M*. the stirrup) of Lord Alagar . Co, 

dynasties of the Pandya Nad M 
civil wars were to a c 
dwindling of. 


ShriBalaSubiksham Ramasubramanian 


Page 17 






Sri Alagar Kovil Stala Purana 






>ls of tne properties of the Lord both 

• nd m times of anarchy or civil wars dari 

"27 r imp, ‘° US " SUr P ere — '<- active i„ _ 

occasi ' e lhat rcmamed - In many ways and on Vi 
,,, ° n * were the Properties of the Lord plundered and desrv 

o f Sha11 note herc but a few of such property 

... ,° Uni1 to have been owned by the Lord. A list of the 
‘ . sta G§ermg an d thought provoking. A perusal of t 

same by such of those that my happen to possess some of , h 
in these years of grace may make them feel uneasy from 
V r ^ a lsat,on of the fact of their being in possesion of prom 
that ts Res Sacra. Obliging laws there are enough and 
plenty to protect such possessions and l>csides the recital 
is only for the acadamical interest the subject bears. 

These beautiful Hills themselves were and are yet tb® 
objects of worship. A perusal of the songs of the Aiwa n?, 
Acharyas, and other saints and poets will show in what deep 
veneration were these sacred hills held by the pious devotees (q.v.| 

Adanji in Kunrathure Sirmai Endowed by Visvanatn., 
Nayak son of Nagama Nayak and General of Achyutha Deva 
Maharaja of Vijayanagar.—M. E. R. 88 of 29 (1532 A- D.) 

Amaradakki in Meliranvamuttam—M.E.R.31S 3l9of' 


A_. 


oore in Keelii 


f- E. R. 318,319 

■I' 

& i 
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*• 



lyur (Thiruvadanai 
tdu (Tiruppathure Taluk) 

ingalam —Meliranya Muttam - By 
-M. E. R. 307 of *30. 

{unjarangudi (Tiruvadanai Taluk) — By Sri Vallal 
313 of ’30. 

iurdtyctru VaIvilt& Peruffutlttallur Endowed 1 

mar Shrine— M. E. R. 16 of *32. 

irudangulatii — Padirikkudipparru — (Then Pida Nadu) 
of *30. 

trudur (Tenparappu Nadu) M.E.R.l/ of 32,~ 
idara l’andya. 
kkudi (Siva Ganga Taluk) 

tnnaippachcheri — by MahabaU Banadaraya— M.E.l 

il N allure (Madura Taluk) 

rt Chaturvedi 

323 of '30. 
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Uuli (Madura Taluk)—By Maravarm 
M. E. R. 289 of '80. Jtl s 

Samaya Xallure and Salhamangalatn (M j 
I mmudi Veerayya Dandeswara, general of Kr**^ 
Maharaja—M. E. R. 90 of ’29—1513 A. D. 

Sangattalaganallur — M. E. R. 24 of ’32- 

Sathamangalatn (Madura Taluk)—M. E. R. 90of*^ 

Sengulam-tty Parakrama Pandya Deva—M.E.R. 21 

Silaiyethi Cheri in Nalukottai Sirmai of Kalaveli Na 
by Peddaraja during the reign of Sadasiva in 1544—v p 
86 of *29. ** ™ 

Sirudavur in Chola Pandya Valanadu (Madura Tali 
By Maravarman Sundara Pandya.—M. E. R. 804 of ’30) 

Sundara tt olvilagatn —M. E. R. 14 of ’32 and 279 of'3ft 
T ada nganni Sirrure —M. E. R. 11 of ’32. 

Tirukkottiyur (Thinippattore Taluk)—by Maravai 
Sundara Pandya - M. E . R. 291 and 292 of V,0. J 

M. E. R 275 Vi ‘ agam b | J^Uvarman Kulasckl 

Vadamadurai (Madura Taluk) 

Vilathure and I lansoneri t\t _i ■ 

„ „ . an eoner, (Madura Taluk)-M.E.R. 87/ 

Veera Panjara Vilas am _ \* c* ~ 

a gam M. E. R. 275 of ’30. 

Immovable properties (Land , 

Besides the whole villages m - 

was being constantly endowed with *° nec * a bove, this institi 
Such endowments of lands wer* - a nds for various 

Alagiya Pandian Kr‘- in «>e lowing i 


■ 
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Nadu —M. 


E. 


asekhara—M.I 

Katnbavur-Tuvarapadi & R 

Kariekcheri (Vaigaikarai Sitmai)— M 
535 A. D- 

Kariyeri —M. E. R. 320 of ’30. 

Kollangulam —M. E. R. 10 of ’32. 

Kuiasekhara Chaturvcdirnangatam —M. E. R. 818 of 
Meliranya Muttam —M. E. R. 282 of ’30. 

Salu Hottui Sirtnai ( probably Nilakkottai) — M. E- R. 

86 of’29. 

!* . *Narinjt — 

paiUtikkudi ' Tcnparappu Nadu)—M. E. R. BOS of ’BO. 
Perianal nailer — By Parantaka Chaturvcdimangalam 

Sabhayar to Ilaiyat Hlidasar-M. E. R. 10 & 22 of '32. 

Raja Ch«-«:a™ni ChaturvtM tlaagalam-H. E. K. 

28S of ’30. ^ 

*«/« »•*- ^TStJS 

By Jatavarman KuUse.h.^ . ^ ■ ^hauatabrun- 

‘ jolaimal.u)—M li- R- 322 of oO. 

Silainiati pandya Deva—M- E ' R 

tirunnarai - BV ^ W , 

320 °* chaiurvtdi JaUV,n "“ 

Kola KtilantQkd „> 0 

,. w u o 300 of ,1U * 

ckhara—M- E« K 

1 W.-M- a «•» 

_l 
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(1535)-. 

, . i Q Kattalai"— M* E« R* 1- of *32 

..Haridasa Th.nnapps ^ dming ^ 

the Sri Vais oaias. . * Vaishnava feeding du 

Bana Raja's period. For the .. * 

"Iyal-goshti" in the Adi Festival see M. E. R- 2SJ of 30. 

AdukkaUippuram. 

This kind of endowment is for certain services i n the 
Temple kitchen or Madappalli. One such is made to a certain 
person called Ramanuja by the King Vira Pandya in the latter 
half of the 13th century A. D., M- E. R. 325 of ’30. Another 
such Adukkalippuram is endowed by one A lagan alias Akalanga 
Nadalvan of the village (newly formed) of Sundaratholvilagara 
to provide for worship during the Arasami!:aman Sandi in the 
13th century—M. E. R. 14 of ’32. 

Thiru-Malaippuram. —M. E. R. 303, 315 and 316 of ’30. 

Thiru-Nanda vannppuram.—M- E. R. 80 of 29,271, 272,300, 
302, 303 of ’30 and 17, & 18 of ’32. 

^° d rr ur “ m “ E - * 2S2 ' 293, 296. 298, 299. 

30Z f -30‘> of 30 and 18 of ’32. 

Lord JrZriTf' ^ Na ' lda ~ -d Odais of 
themselves were caUed^UdT' 1 ,he PuranBS > the H 

Hiiu. as iftiumJtr; Sai,as ” ° r E ° rden hnu 

” the Rings and Em 6 ° f th * L ° rd “ 

Bana and the Nayak i ^ Cr0rS °* y° re » ihe Pandya. * 
Nandavanams a "d Odais lit r^' CUlar CarC t0 ^ ^ 

e former to yield the fl^ §°od and proper coi 

vield dthen w °--of the , ands an P d ' thu , at 

Hee wm,l,i !l 0t , ° nly the mona[C 
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JmUiUwi 

atffiSBlMi 


E. R. 272 of '20. 

2. Arayan Tliirunadudayan (alias) 

3. Kulasekkara Perumal Dasar—M. E. 

4- Raman Kannapiran (alias) Kali 
M. E. R. 271 of ’29. 

5. Queen Dharnnimuladudayar — M. E. IJ- 300 of 

6. Hoysala Kannada Devar — M. E. R. 308 of '29 

7. Ramayya Dandanatha Sokkayya Dandanatha 
imeera Desa —M. E. R. 315, 316 of '29. 

8. Maravarman Stmdara Pandya Dcva— M.E.R. 7 of 

9. Irappure Renga Iyengar M* E. R* 89 of 

10. Raman (alias) l'allavaraya, Mantri 
E. R. 282 of *80. 

In those early days the endowments for the Ni 

known as Thiru-Nandavanappnrams» tl 

ancc of Odais and tanks for 
known as Thiru-Odaipf 
the preparation 

The Na 




ml 


^yuS9Upm|mm 
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And *owing to its unkempt 
Hills having been out of the Devastanam's 
or supervision, it is sometimes called»Azhugaththoppu. 
the ancient and magnificent Nandavanams etc., like "Sent 
Thiru-odai ’ — (M. E. R. 302 of ’30), — “ Thirumangai 
(M. E. R. 295 & 298 of ’30),—"Sundara Pandya Nandavanai 
—(M. E. R. 17 of *32) and “Ramanuja Thirunandavanam 
(M. E. R. 300 of '30) are all gone, the few that exist viz. 
North Xandavanam and Sri Periyahvar Nandavanam arc 
worth a visit. May God grant that these His Hills may 
more become His “Udhyana Sailas” in fact, as they are in nat 
too even now. The deep and extensive tank thereat with its spacic 
ground around the same and the picturcscjue setting in which 
the whole is situate is still known as l * Aramam " which gave 
another name to the Hills as “Ararna Saila”. Or Could this 
“Ararna "be a remnant of some ancient “ Sangha Ararna” of 
some ancient % Buddhist Colony who also seem to have settled! 
in these parts when Buddhism was in its heydays of glory? 

Thiruppanippuram: M. E. R. 12 & 22 of *32 and 83 of ’29 and 
323 & 331 of *30. 

These arc endowments made for the purpose of renova* 
tions of the Lord s 1 emplc with its various shrines, sub-shrines, 
Mandapams, Gopurams, Thirumadils, etc. As an instance of J 
this may be cited the endowment made of the village of 
Perungarunai Chathurvedi Mangalam, a Brahmadeya in Sundara 
Pandya Valanadu. This was ‘entrusted to one Alagar Thin*’ 
sirukkar an Ekaki Sri Vaishnava of the Temple- He construct 
a Thirumadhil here and called it ‘Kodanda Raman Thirumadbi 
named alter the King Jatavarman Sundara Pandya Deva one 
whose surnames was Kodanda Raman—M. E. R. 323 of *30. 

Another such Thiruppanipuram was durii 

the 
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i: M E R. 8, 9, 11&14 

It is quite an ordinary and widci> 
dl times and in almost all climes to ma*c cnao , 
rshipof the lord by means of Abishekam 
Eferings of Neivedyams (Food etc.), and the p 
chanas (or reciting the sacred names of the 
Kunkutnam offering either 108 times or **00 times or 
3D days either auspicious or inauspicious with appropriate 
either. Such special worships are offered either d 
ivotee's Jann i N a kshatra (Natal Star), Janma Vara (nal 
day), Janma Oma (Annual hirth day) and so forth* 
ive been quite a number of such endowments nam 
le Donors, a few of which are mentioned below: 

(a) UthiraJa tn Santli . . ^ iMj-i 

Uthiradam was the natal star of the King’s elder J 
Annalvi. On this day every month Lord Alagar an 
were given sacred bath, offerings etc. when they » 
thcSundara Pandyan Mandapam The v Uag« 
and Ilangoncri in the Sola randy VaUnada 
this purpose—M. B. K. 8 of 3-- 

(6, Sadayam (ot thc 

This was instituted 
idya's (I), elder brother. Aatoa 
hda/s Kainkaryam.for the norsh P 
imi on the Sadayam da> 

granted a 
Mangalam m 


3 


it of king 
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. 






5 .' / i- 


r ran-Sandi: 




This was a Sandi instituted after the name c 
Sekhara Pandya—M. E. R. 284 of ’80. 

(fj Sitndata Pandyan Sandi. M. E. R. 289 of ’30. 

This was instituted in the name of the King 
Sundara Pandya Deva. Eor the offerings and other e 
of this service certain villages, and remissions of taxes on < 
other villages have been made as veil as the padi - 
the village of Sadakkudi. 

(g) Jfoysala Veera Someswara Sandi • 

This was instituted in the name of King Mara\ 
Sundara Pandya Devas* uncle (Marnadi), the Iloys 
The taxes on the village of Tirukkottiyur were remi 
purpose of meeting these expenses — M. E. R. 291 to 


• 


ition of the Prabandhas : 

wment for reciting “Kodaippathu” hj 

••K. a of *32), hymns of ‘Satagopa** (1 
of "T -. r ' 
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HoT326 & 327 of '30. ** 

Endowment for the burning of perpetual lamps _ 
a passionate desire for ardent devotees in all ages, 
endowments are quite a common feature now. Even in 
ancient times it was very much in vogue. A village ca 
Sengulam is endowed for such a purpose by one Mat 
Nayhnar alias Parakrma Pandya Mahabali Bana Rji 
(M. E. H. 21 of '32). Inscription 326 of ’30, refers to the pr^j 
vision for the burning of a lamp in the Alangara MandapaJ 
or Munayadarayan Thirumandapam. Inscription M. E. R. 3*7 
of ’30, refers to the provision for burning lamps in the Sri 
Senai Mudaliar Sannadhi. 

(b) Dee fra Stambams: M. E. R. 1 of ’3*2. 

These were also quite common gifts then as it is now. 
Such a present seems to have been made by one Solai 
Piratti wife of Kasyapan Narayanan Araisu of Chola Pandyi 
Chatruvedimangalam a Brahmadeya i. Karunilakkudi Nadu to 
1^^ ***\ Thirtimalirunjolai Paramaswami in Kiliranyamuttaitl 
situated in the Rajendra Chola Valanadu a division of Rajl 

Raja Pandya Nadu during the reign of Jatavarman Sivar 

^Sola Pandya Dcva. 

(c) Processional Deeframs: M. E. R. 17 of ’32. J 

urning the torches on processional days, an endov 

Marudure Tl f ° Und ‘° haVe bet, ‘ ,,lade of thc vil 
manSundara' randy!!" Dcva" ^ d *Jjf " ,C rci S nofMa 

Maintenance and other Grant.: 

performed or to I ma "‘ tc,,ancc wore made cither for 

•nd Tami. »„ m^. PCr mCd - M «• of '30 in 
*« ma«U to 0tM , Thjruva| 

ildinn ) ' or * h 's ha' 
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Daily Aradhanas: M. E. R. 86 , 87, 88 & 89 of 29 s 
272, 275, 276, 285, 287, 293, 301 & 813 of ’30. 

I or the daily aradhanas of the Lord various K»« a 
provisions are found made. For provisions of offerinj 
Cocoanut and plantains and other offerings. M. E. R. (88 i 
of '29 and 304, 309, 81 $, 317, 328, & 3 ‘0 of ’80), for off 
garlands M. E. R. (86 of ’29 and 271. 315 of ’30) for 
^sorts M. E. R. (86 of 29), for Tennayakka Kattalai, Tirumalai 
Maharaja’s Artha Jama Kattalai etc M. E. R. (1 
for Archana Bagha Kattalai M. E. R. (320 of ’30) etc., 
referred to. Such endowments are common and freqi 

VUe.h.pp«dU-M. E. R. (90 of ’29 and 279, 285, 28! 

311 of’80 and 28of 82. 

Besides the daily worship, worships on weeT 

Ek h" • m ° nthly Eru P adis were also provided 
a as is, Dwadasi, Amavasya, Paurnami, “ ‘ ‘ 

etc., the Lord was taken ii 




rrT.i 
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We note from the inscriptions the following 
vities have been in observance:_ 

i Chitrai Thiruna!— M. E. R. 280 of ’30 

ii Vaigasi Thirunal—M. E. R. 285 of ’30 

iii Ani Visakam—M. E. R. 282 and 313 of ’80. 

iv Ani Anilam (Anusham) This festival was conducted 
in the Adiyamalagiyan Mandapam M. E. R. 26 and 
27 of *82. 

v The Adi Brahmotsavam—This was the big Car 
festival of ten days when the Car named “Amaitta- 
narayanan” was dragged on the ninth day of the 
festival —M. E. R. 90 of ’29. Krishna Dcva Maharaja 
endowed 'the Samayanallure and Sathumangalam 
villages for this Festival ; M. E. R. 280 & 285 of ‘80. 

vt Arppisi-Talai Aruvi Uthsavam— M. E. R. 279, 285 & 
286 of 30. 

vii Karthigai- Kaisigam — M. E- R> 320 & 321 of 30 etc., 

viii Margali Thirunal — M. E- R. 279 of ’30. An inscription 
on the east wall of the 3rd Prakara refers to the 
"Sirappoo” performance during the .3rd day of 
Rappattu festival hy the Jeer of the Temple. The 

i inscription belongs to the reign of Kulasekhara. 

* x Thiru Adhyayana Festival M. E* R* 28 of 32* 

* Thiru Azhi Thirunal—M* E- R* 

*» Magha Sadayam-done under the endowment of 
Sokkanadar brother of Maravarman Sundara 
Pandya II. 

! above the days sacred to the worship of 
i the Festival of Vinayaka Cbaturthi ' 
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ia * Karpuram and Kunkumapoo” intc.,^^^ 

1 with the sandal paste for the Lord’s Aradhana. 

The other gift is a big silver Kalasappanai, presented by 
s king with its weight and his name noted therein. , <JJ 

ign Boards: 

The ancients had a fancy it appears for engraving before 
heir habitations their names in a prominent manner to show 
tie ownership of the mansions they owned. The following 
jrding show the nature of the same. 

d /•r)3> \/J7 £L6 £iftuJ QlJffiC'l &T 6tC* 

This stone piece is now placed as a jamb at the northern 
[entrance to the Temple. 

modern endowment 

I. Before the Sannathi of Sri Padinettambadi a little to 
the South of it there is a tablet whose mscr.pt.on ’ of 

fthe pious Pachayappa Mudaliyar had E ,v cn an c,;;io, ne n t o 
one lakh of pagodas for feeding the p.lgnms that v*t 

Temple. 


marble 
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